By the end of the lesson, we will: REVIEW God's written promise to restore the people and the land of Israel and Judah as of old; IMAGINE and EXPRESS the feelings of safety in a community that has great promise for the future; and PLAN a way to invite people who are not part of the covenant community to become members of the church and Sunday School.
honor them, not dispise them.
20 Their children will prosper as they did long ago. I will establish them as a nation before me, and I will punish anyone who hurts them.
21 They will have their own ruler again, and he will come from their own people. I will invite him to approach me," says the LORD, "for who would dare to come unless invited? 22 You will be my people, and I will be your God."
People, Places, and Times:
Judah. Located between the Mediterranean Sea and Dead Sea, Judah lies in southern Palestine. Following the death of King Solomon, the united kingdom of Israel split into two. Two tribes, Judah and Benjamin, remained loyal to King Rehoboam and became the Southern Kingdom of Judah. The other ten tribes followed King Jeroboam and are generally referred to as the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Judah's capital city and central place of worship was the city of Jerusalem. Prior to its destruction by the Babylonians in 587 B.C., Judah was ruled by a succession of nineteen kings, all from the line of David.
Jeremiah. Jeremiah is known as the weeping prophet, so much so that there is an entire book of the Bible dedicated to his sorrow: the book of Lamentations. Most of the anguish he experienced was due to the sinful nature of the Israelites and their rejection of God. Subsequently, this also led to their captivity. But, Jeremiah also experienced grief because both he and his message were rejected by the people.
Jeremiah's ministry stretched from 626 B.C. to some time after the destruction of Jerusalem in 587 B.C., which places him after Zephaniah and a contemporary with Ezekiel, and Habakkuk in history. A very popular and often quoted Scripture is derived from God calling Jeremiah to be God's prophet: "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you" (from Jeremiah 1:5, NIV).
Background
In the book that bears his name, Jeremiah was clearly operating as a prophet. Throughout the book, Jeremiah declared the sins of the people (including idolatry) and God's judgment against them. One cannot fail to see the prophet's sadness and sympathy as he denounced Judah's ungodly behavior and the impending doom it would bring about. Present-day Christians should be just as sad when we see unchecked sin abound. While Jeremiah frequently issued harsh denunciations, the prophet's love for the people was evident. His prophecies, however, fell on deaf ears. The people of Judah were using the temple as a good luck charm. They mistakenly believed that no real harm could befall the city that housed the magnificent temple of Jerusalem. They ignored the fact that Shiloh, which was Israel's central place of worship before David elevated Jerusalem, had fallen to the Philistines as punishment for the wickedness of Israel. This was proof that God recognized the difference between hypocritical ritual and true religion. The nation of Judah failed to heed the words of Jeremiah and would not repent or turn away from its wickedness.
At-A-Glance Prior to the destruction of Jerusalem, Jeremiah, who continues to speak out against false priests and prophets, is imprisoned for treason. It is important to note that God no longer has the prophet speaking directly with the people. His people still have access to His Word even though they will no longer have access to His messenger. God tells Jeremiah to write all the words that He had given him in a book. Here we see a loving God making a way for a people who have been continually unfaithful to Him.
Often referred to as the "Book of Consolation," it is believed that this portion of Jeremiah's prophecy comes to him shortly after the sacking of Jerusalem by the Babylonians. Jeremiah's ministry covered a period of about forty years. He is the last prophet to Judah, and, more importantly, he is a first-hand witness to the moral decay of the nation. He had warned that God's judgment was imminent. Jeremiah saw for himself how the nation made alliances with the idol-worshiping nations around them and even began to adopt pagan worship and religious practices. For these sins and the injustice that resulted from them, God would soon judge the nation of Judah.
A Future of Restoration (v. 3)
Just as God said, and just as Jeremiah prophesied, Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians in 587 B.C. The city was utterly destroyed and many of the people were deported. Jeremiah emphasizes that God had not forgotten nor forsaken His people-a people who had failed to heed the Word of God, refused to repent, and were now suffering the consequences of their sin. God's love for His people was enduring. Even in captivity, His thoughts were turned toward them. Yes, they were being punished, but God intended that the people of Judah would be restored to Him and returned to their land.
In this verse, we see Jeremiah delivering a more specific message of hope to the people of Judah. His message is not simply one that contains words of comfort and consolation to a suffering people. It is, actually, a vision for their future! Even though it is their fault that they have come into captivity, we will see that God still loves His people and that He cares deeply for them. We must be careful to remember that it is only a trick of the enemy to make us believe that our sins separate us from the loving care and concern of God. Through the blood of His Son Jesus Christ, we are always in the thoughts of God, and there is nothing that can separate us from His love.
A Future with a Kingdom (v. 18)
In this verse we see that God's vision for His people's future includes their liberation and restoration. This vision is divinely comprehensive and includes all of God's people. Jeremiah's referral to "Jacob" informs us that God is addressing Israel as a united nation and not just the Southern Kingdom of Judah. Just as God had been present with the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, so too would He be present with their captive children. The prophet references "tents" and "dwellingplaces" as a reminder to the people of both Israel and Judah that they have now become wanderers and sojourners in foreign and alien lands, but this is coming to an end.
Jeremiah continues to show that even more acts of mercy for the people of God are forthcoming. God will once again rebuild Jerusalem, and He will do it on the "heap" or ruins of their former capital. Although Jerusalem had been destroyed, remnants of its foundations and portions of the walls surrounding the city remained. God would use these painful physical reminders to restore the city. The mention of a "palace" implies that the restoration would not only include the rebuilding of the city but a restoration of the kingdom itself.
A Future with Joy and a Renewed Covenant (vv. 19-22)
Jeremiah prophesies that following their restoration the people of Israel would finally give the appropriate response to the God of their salvation-thanksgiving. Recognizing, at last, the source of their joy, the people would now worship God honestly and joyfully. Then the worship of the people would not only be true but also marked by joyfulness. Jeremiah goes on to prophesy that God would increase their numbers. This would be a sign to the pagan nations around them that the blessing of God rested once again on the nation He had called out of nothingness.
Here, we are now given even further glimpses of God's vision for His people. No longer would foreign and ungodly rulers govern the people of God. Instead, their ruling class would rise from among them. The God-appointed "nobles" would be men who both knew and understood their prior suffering and afflictions. More importantly, we are now presented with a clear pre-figuration of Christ as both our Mediator and Righteous Judge. Like the governors, Jeremiah predicts in this verse, Christ knew the full suffering of mankind. As Mediator, it is the role of Christ to "draw near" or to go to the Father, not for Himself, but for the express purpose of intervening on behalf of man. Christ's role as a High Priest is also seen here. In the same way Moses drew near to God to plead for the Children of Israel who had sinned in the desert wilderness, so too did Jesus draw near to His Father to plead for us. It was only Jesus who could and did bridge the gap between the Creator and the creation. 3. What were some of the signs of restoration that would accompany God's people (vv. 18-20)? Discuss the Meaning 1. When we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, what are some of the promises God has given us about our future?
2. How do you imagine the captives reading these promises felt about their future? How much do you think it prompted them to reflect on their past sins?
Lesson in Our Society
We need only walk down the streets of any major urban city to see ruin and decay. Once-prosperous cities and towns are full of abandoned and boarded-up buildings. There are no signs of thriving businesses, and entire neighborhoods are blighted and empty. The people who remain in these areas sometimes look as forlorn as the property surrounding them. These are all signs of hopelessness. Through Jesus Christ, there is hope for the restoration and renewal of the communities and the people who live in them. We must be as diligent as Jeremiah in sharing the Word that God not only loves but also cares for His people and that He has a plan for their future.
Make It Happen
Consider ministries that are helping to rebuild and restore communities that have been devastated by crime, poverty, or natural disaster. Pray and ask God to show you where there is time in your busy schedule to demonstrate His love through you. Next, ask Him to give you a tender and understanding heart.
Follow the Spirit
What God wants me to do: For most of the preceding chapters of his book, Jeremiah has been instructed by God to speak words of condemnation to the nation of Israel for their behavior. Beginning with this chapter, however, Jeremiah receives "word" (Heb. davar, dah-VAHR, message or edict) from the Lord to "write" (Heb. katav, kah-TAHV, to register or record in writing) his message to the nation of Israel. God wants Jeremiah to write down the prophecy instead of speaking it because His message is to be preserved for future generations to read and understand. God knew that Jeremiah would not be taken into captivity with the rest of the Jewish nation, and by having him write the prophecy instead of speaking it, those Jews in captivity to the Babylonians could have a source of hope that even their bondage was in accord with God's divine plan for them. Later, while a captive of the Babylonian empire, Daniel would read and take heed of Jeremiah's prophecy, responding with a repentant heart (cf. Daniel 9:2-4).
Remember Your Thoughts

